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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in The 
subject application: 

Claims 1-3 (canceled). 

4. (currently amended) : H?*e £n electronic mail terminal device as claim e d in claim 3 
that transmits and receives information throu gh electronic maiL compnsiiig: 

a communication unit connected to a network and performing electronic mail dm 

exchange via the network; and 

apower-saving control unit con figured to set the communication unit an d said device into 
a power-saving mode when said device detects that a first power-sav im ? conditio n is satisfied, 
and the power-saving control unit being confie u red to cancel the ppw er- ^aving mode when said 
device detects that a second power-savin g condition is satisfied, 

wherein the communication unit is a local area network communication unit that i? 
connected to a local area network and performs electronic data exchange via the local area 
network, 

the first power-saving timing conditi on is that a stand--by _st ate lasts longer than a 
predetermined period of time, 

the second power-saving timing condition is that an event occ urs 

the power-sav in g control unit cancels the power-saving mo d e at predetermi ne mail 
fetching imcrvals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the local area 
network communication unit. 
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the power-saving control unit cancels the power-saving mode of the local area network 
communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit canceling the 
power-saving mode of said device and outputting electronic mail information to said device 
through the local area network communication unit, and 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit not canceling 
the power-saving mode of said device, and setting the local area network communication unit 
back into the power-saving mode after a stand-by state lasts longer Thau the predetermined period 
of time. 

Claim 5 (canceled). 

6. (currently amended) Tbe An electronic mail terminal device as-claimed in claim 3 
that transmit* and receives information through electronic mail, comprising: 

a communication unit connec t ed to a network and perform in g electronic mail data 

exchanae v ia the network: and 

a power-saving control unit configured to s e i the communicati on unit and said dsvjce into . 
a power-savin* mode when said device det ers that a first power-sav in g condition is satisfied, 
and the P ow.»r.«,vin g contr o l unit being configured to cancel the pow er - saving mode when said 
rfpvifte detects that a second power-saving c ondition is satisfied. 

wherein the communication unit is a local are a network communication unit that is 
mm.«rt«l to a local area network and performs electronic data exchange via the local area 
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n etwork, 

the first power-savins timing condition'is thai a stand-by state lasts longer than a 
predetermi ned period of time. 

the second power-savi n g timing condition i s that an event occurs, 

rhe power-saving control unit cancels the power-saving mode at predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addresse d to said device through the local area 
network communicat ion unit, and 

the mail fetching intervals have a different value set in each time zone. 

Claims 7-S (canceled). 

9. (currently amended) The An electronic mail terminal device as cloimod in olaim 8 
that transmits and receives information through electronic mail , comprising; 

a communication unit connected to a netwo rk and performing electronic mail data 
exchange via the network: and 

a power-saving control unit configured to set the communication unit and said device into 
a power-saving mode when said device detects that a first power-saving condition is satisfied, 
and the power-saving control unit being configur ed to cancel the power-saving mode when said 
device detects that a second power-saving condit ion is satisfied, 

wherein the communication unit is a dial-up communication un it ihai makes a dial-up 
access 10 an Internet service provide via a public ne twork, and performs electronic mail date 
exchange via the Internet, 

the first power-saving timing condition is that a sland-bv state lasts longer than a 
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predetermined period of time, 

the second power-saving liming condition is that an event occurs, 

the power-saving control unit cancels the po wer-saving mode at predetermined mail 
i crching intervals so as? to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the dial-up 
communication unit, 

the power-saving control unit cancels the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 

addressed to said device, 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit canceling the 
power-saving mode of said device and outputting electronic mail information to said device 
through the dial-up communication unit, and 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit not canceling the 
power-saving mode of said device and then setting the dial-up communication unit back into the 
power-saving mode after a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time. 

Claim 10 (canceled). 

1 1 . (currently amended) 33%e An electronic mail terminal device as claim e d in olaim 8 
that transmits and receiv es information through electronic mail, comprising; 

a communication unit connected to a network and performing electronic mail data 
exchang e via the network: and 

A power-saving control unit configured to set the communication uni t and said device into 
a power-^ving mode when said device detects that a first power-saving condition is satisfied, 
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and the power-saving control unit being configured to cancel the power-saving mode when said 
device detects thai a second power-saving condition is satisfied, 

wherein the communication unit is a dial-up communication unit that makes a dial-up 
access to an Internet service provide via a public network, and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the Internet, 

the first power-saving timing condition is that a stand-by stale lasts longer than a 
predetermined period of time, 

the second power-saving timing condition , js that an event occurs, 

the power-saving control unit cancels the power-saving mod e at predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addre ssed to said device through the dial-tin 
communication unit, 

the mail fetching intervals have a different value set in each time zone. 

Claims 12-14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended) TU« A method ar , claimed in olflim 14 ^controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electr onic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said device detects th ai, a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that a second power-savins 
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timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication unit, which is connected to a local area network and performs 
electronic mail data exchange via the local area network, into the power-saving mode, when a 
stand-bv sta;e lasts longer than a predetermined period of time. 

the canceling ?tep includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode when an event 

occurs, 

the canceling step includes the step of cancelini^uhe power-saving mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the local 
area network communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-savin;; mode of the local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic 
mail addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where electronic mail has been fetched, outputting electronic mail information to said 
device through the local area network communication unit after canceling the power-saving mode 
of said device; and 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, setting the local area network communication 
unit back into the power-saving mode when a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined 
period of time, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device. 

Claim 16 (canceled). 
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17. (currently amended) : Fhe A meihod as claim e d in claim 1 1 of control ling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through elec t ronic mail, said method 
comprising ihe steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device* which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said device detects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied; and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that :i second power-saving 
liming condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication uniu which is connected to a local area network and performs 
electronic mail data exchange via the local area netwo_rk,_into the power-saving mode, when a 
stand-by state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time, 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode when an event 

occurs, 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-savins, mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the local 
area network communication unit, 

the canceling step includes the step of setting a different value in each time zone for the 
mail fetching intervals. 

Claim 18-19 (canceled). 
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20. {currently amended) A method as s a ta i med - in claim 19 of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said device detects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied, 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
dial-up communication unit, which makes an dial-np access to an Int em tj_service provider via a 
public network and performs electronic mail data exchange via the Internet, into a power-saving 
mode, when a stand-bv state lasts longer than a predetermined period o f time. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-fray i ng mode when an event 

occurs, 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode at predetermined 
mailjeiching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the dial-up 
communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where electronic mail has been fetched, outputting electronic mail information to said 
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device through the dial-up communication unit after canceling the po* er-saving mode of said 
device; and 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, setting the dial-up communication unit back 
into the power-saving mode when a stand-by slate lasts longer than the predetermined period of 
time, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device. 

Claim 21 (canceled). 

22. (currently amended) The A method a£ claim e d in claim 19 of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a c ommunication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the networks into a power-saving mode, when said device detects thai a first power- 
savjng liming condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that .t second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
dial-up communication unit, which makes an dial-up access to an Internet service provider via a 
public network and performs electronic mail data exchange via the Iniemet, into a powcr-savint^ 
mode, when a stand-by state lasts longer than a predetermined period oftimc. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode when an event 

occurs. 
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the canceling step includes the step of canceling The power-savin &r mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the dial-up 
communication unit. 

The canceling step includes the step of setting a different value in each time zone for the 
mail fetching intervals. 

23. (currently amended) The An electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claig* - 3 
that transmits and receives information through electronic mail , comprisi ng: 

a communication unit connected to a network and performing electronic mail data 
exchange via the network; and 

a power-saving control unit configured to sex the communication unit and said device into 
a power-saving mode when said device detects that a first power-saving condition is satisfied, 
and the power-saving control unit being configured to cancel the power-saving mode when saicj 
device detects that a second power-saving condition is satisfied, 

wherein* the communication unit is a local area network communication unit that is 
connected to a local area network and performs electronic data exchange via the local area 
network. 

the first power-saving timing condition is that a stand-by state lasts longer Than a 
predetermined period of time. 

the second power-saving timing condition is thai ; an event occurs. 

the power-saving control unit cancels the power-saving mode at predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said dev ice : through the local area 
network communication unit, 
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the power-saving control unu cancels the power-saving mode of the local area network 
communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit; and 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the 
mail fetching intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation. 

24. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 23, wherein: 
where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit resets the mail 

fetching intervals to the original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

25. (original) Hie electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 24, wherein: 
where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the 

mail fetching intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving 
mode of said device, and sets the local area network communication unit back into the power- 
saving mode when a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time, and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving conirol unit cancels the power- 
saving mode of said device, outputs electronic mail information to said device through the local 
area network communication unit, and then resets the mail fetching intervals to the original 
predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

26. (currently amended) The Aq electronic mail terminal device as-claimed in claim 8 
that transmits and receives information through elcQu*onic mail , comprising: 

a communication unit connected to a network and performing elccrronic mail data 
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exchange via the network; and 

a -power-saving control unit configured to set the communication unit and $aid device into 
a power-saving mode when said device detects lhat a first power-saving condition is satisfied, 
and the power-saving control unit being configured lo cancel the power-saving mode when said 
device detects that a second power-saving condition is satisfied. 

wherein* the communication unit is a dial-up communication uait that makes a dial-up 
access to an Internet service provide via a public network, and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the Internet. 

the first power-saving timing condition is that a standby st ate lasts longer than a 
predetermined period of time, 

the second power-saving timing condition is that an event occurs . 

the nower-saving control unit cancels the power-saviniz mode at predetermined mail 
fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said device through the dial-up 
communication unit, 

the power-saving control unit cancels the power-saying mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as lo fetch electronic mail 
addressed to said device through the dial-up communication unit; 

where no electronic mai I has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the mai 1 
fetching intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation; and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit resets the mail 
fetching intervals to the original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

27. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 26, wherein: 
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where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the mail 
fetching intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving mode of 
said device,, and sets the dial-up communication unit back, into the pow er-saving mode when a 
stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit cancels the power- 
saving mode of said device, outputs electronic mail information to said device through the dial- 
up communication unit, and then resets the mail ferching intervals to the original predetermined 
mail fetching intervals. 

28. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 23, wherein: 
where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the mail 

fetching intervals by the prescribed arithmetic operation, and resets the mail fetching intervals to 
the original predetermined mail fetching intervals at a predetermined time. 

29. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 28, wherein: 
where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the 

mail fetching intervals by the prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving 
mode of said device, and then sets the local area network communication unit back into the 
power-saving mode when a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving comrol unit cancels the power- 
saving mode of said device, and outputs electronic mail information to said device through the 
local area network communication unit; and 

at the predetermined time, the power-saving control unit resell the mail fetching intervals 
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to rhe original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

30. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 26, wherein: 
where no electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit prolongs the 

mail fetching intervals by the prescribed arithmetic operation, and resets the mail fetching 
intervals to the original predetermined mail fetching intervals at a predetermined time. 

31 . (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 30, wherein: 
where no electronic mail has been fetched* the power-saving control unit prolongs the 

mail fetching intervals by the prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving 
mode of said device, and sets the dial-up communication unit back into the power-saving mode 
when a stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; 

where electronic mail has been fetched, the power-saving control unit cancels the power- 
saving mode of said device, and outputs electronic mail information to said device through the 
dial-up communication unit; and 

at the predetermined rime, the power-saving control unit resets the mail fetching intervals 
to the original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

32. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 24, further 
comprising a semiconductor non-volatile memory that stores the mail fetching intervals. 

33. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
arithmetic operation is selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 
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34. (original) The electronic wail terminal device as claimed in claim 26, farther 
comprising a semiconductor non-volatile memory that stores the mail fetching intervals. 

35. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 26, wherein the 
arithmetic operation is selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

36. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 28., further 
comprising a semiconductor non-volatile memory that stores the mail fetching intervals. 

37. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 28, wherein the 
arithmetic operation is selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

38. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 30 5 further 
comprising a semiconductor non-volatile memory That stores the mail fetching intervals. 

39. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 30, wherein the 
arithmetic operation is selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

40. (currently amended) The A method a s - claimed in claim 11 of controlling an electronic 
mail leim inal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail termi nal device and a communica tio n unit of said electronic 
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mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said devi ce detects that a first power^ 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling The power-saving mode when said device detects Thai a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication unit, which is connected to a local area network and performs 
electronic mail dafo exchange via the local area network, into the power-saving mode, when a 
stand-by state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode when an event 

occurs. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said ijevice through the local 
area network communication unit, 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic 
mail addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 

said method further comprising the step of, where no electronic mail has been fetched, 
prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a prescribed arithmetic operaiion. 

41 . (original) The method as claimed in claim 40, further comprising the step of, 
where electronic mail has been fetched, resetting the prolonged mail fetching intervals to the 
original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 
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42. (currently amended) : i^Amethod aGOlaimcdinclaii R44of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information throug h electroni c mail said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail termi nal device, which is connected to a network and perf or ms electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said devi ce detects that a first power- 
saving rim ing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-sav ing mode when said device detects th at a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication unit, which is connected to a local area network and performs 
electronic mail data exchange via the local area network, into the power-saving mode, when a 
stand-bv state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode when ah event 

occurs. 

ihe canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode at predetermined 
mail fctching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to sai d j evice through the local 
area network communication unit, 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic 
mail addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 
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where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by the 
prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device, and then 
setting the local area network communication unit back into ihe power-saving mode when a 
stand-by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, canceling the power-saving mode of said device, 
outputting electronic mail information to said device through the local area network communication 
unit, and then resetting the mail fetching intervals to the original predetermined mail fetching 
intervals. 

43. (currently amended) £he A method aa ci aimed in claim 1 9 of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a communica tio n unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which i s connected to a network and perform? electronic mail data 
exchange via the net work, into a power-saving mode, when said device d etec ts that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that a <; qcond power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mod e setting step includes foe step of selling said device and a 
dial-up communication unit, which makes an dial-up access to an Inte rn a service provider via a 
public network and performs electr onic mail data exchange via the Int ern et, into a power-saving 
mode, when a stand-b y state lasts longer than a predetermined periori j^fjirn^ 

the canceling step includ es the step of canceling the power-savin g m ode when an event 
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occurs. 

ihe canceling Step includes the step of c anceling ihe power-sa vin g mode at p re determined 
mail fetching intervals so as to f etch electronic mail addressed to said d evice throufl fr the dial-up 
communication uni^ 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-sa\ ing mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said 
device through the dial-up communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation; and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, resetting the prolonged mail fetching intervals to 
the original predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

44. (currently amended) Zbe A method ashamed in claim 1 0 of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives i nformation through cler f ronic mail said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting, said electronic mail terminal devi ce and a communica tio n unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and p erform s electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power -saving mode, when said dev jee d etects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects th at a second uowcr-savine 
liming condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mode setting step i ncludes the step of ^in a said device ang a 
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dial-UP communication unit, whi ch makes an dial-up access to an Internet service provider via a 
public netwqrk; and performs electronic mail data e xchange via the Tnt^ Rt, ; nt o a powcMavinp 
mode, when a stand-bv state last s longer than a predetermined period o f time 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the pnw^r-s av ing mode when an event 

occurs, 

the canceling step includes the steu of canceling the pn^.^vm cr mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic m ail addressed tn **\, [ d evice through the dial-up 
communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said 
device through Lhe dial-up communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device, and then 
setting the dial-up communication unit back into the power-saving mode when a stand-by state 
lasts longer then the predetermined period of time; and 

where electronic mail has been fetched, canceling the power-savi ng mode of said device, 
outputting electronic mail information to said device through the dial-up communication unit, 
and then resetting the prolonged mail fetching intervals to the original predetermined mail 
fetching intervals. 

45. (currently amended) 33*6 A method ng c laimed in cla i m 1 1 ofc on trolling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives infor m ation throuol^ le^fv>r^ said method 
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comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a cnrnmnniVati pn unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a n e twork and p erfor ms electronic mail dma 
exchange via the network, into a po w er-saving mode, when said devi ce detects that a first pnwpr- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when s aid device detects t hai a second nower-savi™ 
liming condition is satisfied. 

wherein the power-saving mod e setting step includes the step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication unit, which i s connected to a local ar ea network and performs 
electronic mail data exchange via the local are a network, into the no w ojr^saving mode, when a 
stand-bv state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-sa vi ng mode when an event 

occurs, 

the canning step includes the step of ca nceling the p owers* vim ; mode at p re determin ed 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed tn sai d d evice throug h the lnr.nl 
area network communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching interv als so as to fetch electronic 
mail addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation; and 

at a predetermined time, resetting the prolonged mail fetching intervals to the original 
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predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

46. (currently amended) The A method a& <>laimed in claim t4 ot controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives i nformation throug h el ectronic mail , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal de vice and a communic ati on unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and p erforins electronic mail **t* 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving m ode, when ^ said device detects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: ancj 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device deTects t hat a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wb erein ihe power-saving mode s etting step includes ihe step of setting said device and a 
local area network communication unit, which is c o nnected to a local ar ea network and perform* 
electronic mail data exchange via t h e local area network, into the power-saving mode, when a 
stand-bv state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time, 

the canceling step includes the step of ca nceling the nower-^ avii ig mode when an even ^ 

occurs, 

the canceling step includes the sten of ca nceling the power -savin *, mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals SO as to fetch electronic m ail addressed to sai d d evice through the 
area net work communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the local area 
network communication unit at the predetermined mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic 
mail addressed to said device through the local area network communication unit, 
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said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device, and then 
setting the local area network communication unit back into the power-saving mode when a stand- 
by state lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; 

where electronic mail has been fetched, canceling the power-saving mode of said device, 
and outputting electronic mail information to said device; and 

at a predetermined time, resetting the mail fetching intervals to the original predetermined 
mail fetching intervals. 



47. (currently amended) ?he A method as claimed in claim \0 of controlling an electronic 
m\l terminal device that transmits and receives informa t ion through e le ctronic mail , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal device and a comrmmir-f itio n unit of said nt^ ^ir 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a ne t work and perfo r ms electronic mail 
exchange via the network, into a power-savins mode, w hen said devic e d etects that a first nower- 
saving tim ing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said de vice detects that a second nower-savinq 
liming condition is satisfied. 

wherdn the power-savjng mode setting step includes the *te P of s iting said device and n 
dial-up communication unit, which m*l-^ an dial-up acc e ss to an Inte rne t service pro vider vi„ a 
publjff network and performs electronic mail data exchan g e via the Inte rn et, into a power-savim, 
tnode, when a stand-bv state lasts lo gger than a predetermined p ^ri^ n rt; w; ,' 
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the canceling step incl udes the step of canceling the powcr-sa\ing mode whan an event 

occurs. 

the canceling step includes the sten of canceling the power-sa vi ng mode at predetermin e^ 
mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed lo said dovice through the dial-up 
communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unii al the mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said 
device through the dial-up communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation; and 

at a predetermined rime, reselling the prolonged mail fetching intervals to the original 
predetermined mail fetching intervals. 

48. (currently amended) The A method as claimed in c l aim 49 of controlling an eleenp nir 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives i nformation through e lec tronic mail, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting; s^d electronic mail terminal device and a communi cation unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving m ode, when said devic e d etects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when s aid device detect that a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 
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wherein the power-savins mode s etting step includes the step of setting ^jd device and a 
dial-up communication unit, which makes an dial-up access to an In ter net service p rovider via a 
public network and performs electronic mail d ata exchan^ via the Inte rnet, into a p ower-saving 
mode, when a stand-bv state lasts longer than a predetermined period of time. 

thfi canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-sav ins mode when an event 

occurs. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-sa vin g mode at predetermined 
mail fetching intervals so as to fet ch electronic mail addressed to said d evice through the dial-up 
communication unit. 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit at the mail fetching intervals so as to fetch electronic mail addressed to said 
device through the dial-up communication unit, 

said method further comprising the steps of: 

where no electronic mail has been fetched, prolonging the mail fetching intervals by a 
prescribed arithmetic operation, not canceling the power-saving mode of said device, and then 
setting the dial-up communication unit back into the power-saving mode when a stand-by state 
lasts longer than the predetermined period of time; 

where electronic mail has been fetched, canceling the powcr-sav.ng mode of said device, 
and ouiputting electronic mail information to said device through the dial-up communication 
unit; and 

at a predetermined time, resetting the mail fetching intervals to the original predetermined 
mail fetching intervals. 
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49. (original) The method as claimed in claim 41 , wherein the mail fetching intervals are 
stored in a semiconductor non-volatile memory. 

50. (original) The method as claimed in claim 41, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

5 1 . (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 7 wherein the mail fetching intervals are 
stored in a semiconductor non- volatile memory. 

52. (original) The meLhod as claimed in claim 43, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

53 . (original) The method as claimed in claim 45, wherein the mail fetching intervals are 
stored in a semiconductor no-volatile memory. 

54. (original) The method as claimed in claim 45, wherein the- arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 

55. (original) The method as claimed in claim 47, wherein the mail fetching intervals are 
stored in a semiconductor non-vo)atile memory. 

56. (original) The method as claimed in claim 47, wherein the arithmetic operation is 
selected from a plurality of prescribed arithmetic operations by a user. 
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57. (currently amended) The electronic mail terminal device as olaimcd in olaim 1 
lhat transmiis and re ceives information through clecironic majj . comprising: 

a communication unit c onnected to a network and perform i ng electronic mail data 
exchange via the network: and 

a power-saving control unit configur ed to set the comniunica tioi i unit and said device into 
a power-saving mo de when said device detects that a first power-saving condition is satisfied. 
and (he power-saving control imi l being configured to cancel the pow e r-saving mode when g ain; 
device de tects that a second power-savine condition is satisfied. 

wherein: 

the communication unit is a local area network communication unit that is connected to a 
local area network and performs electronic mail data exchange via the local area network; 

when a current time is within a predetermined nighttime zone, the power-saving control 
unit sets the local area network and said device into the power-saving mode; and 

when the current time comes out of the predetermined nighttime* zone t the power-saving 
control unit cancels the power-saving mode of die local area network communication unit. 

58. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 57, further 
comprising 

a nighttime power-saving mode setting unit that determines whether or not a power- 
saving mode can be set in the predetermined nighttime zone, 
wherein: 

when the current time is within the predetermined nighttime /.one, the power-saving 
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control unit sets said device imo the power-saving mode; 

when the nighttime power-saving mode setting unit allows the power-saving mode in the 
nighnime zone, the power-saving control unit sets the local area network communication unit 
into the power-saving mode; and 

when the current time comes out of the nighttime zone, the power-saving control unit 
cancels the power-saving mode of the local area network communication unit. 

59. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 57, wherein 
the power-saving control unit is provided with a timer for detecting an end of the 

nighttime zone, and, based on an output of the timer, cancels the power-saving mode of the local 
area network communication unit. 

60. (currently amended) Tbe An electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 1 
that transmits and receives information through electronic mail , comprising: 

a communication unit connected to a network and performi ng ele ctronic inail data 
exchange via the network: and 

a power-saving control unit configured to set the communicat ion unit and said device into 
a power-savins mode w hen said device detects that a first power-saving condition is satisfied. 
and the power-saving control unit being configured to cancel the power -savin g mode when said 
device detects that a second power-saving condition is satisfied. 

wherein: 

the communication unit is a dial-up communication unit that makes a dial-up access to an 
Internet service provider via a public network and performs electronic mail data exchange via the 
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Internet; 

when a current rime is within a predetermined nighttime zone, the power-saving control 
unit sets the dial-up communication unii and said device into the power-saving mode; and 

when the current time comes out of the predetermined nighttime zone, the power-saving 
control unit cancels the power-saving mode of the dial-up communication unit. 

61. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 60, further 
comprising 

a nighttime power-saving mode setting unit that determined whether or not a power- 
saving mode can 5 be set in the predetermined nighttime zone, 
wherein: 

when the current time is within the predetermined nighttime zone, the power-saving 
control unit sets said device into the power-saving mode; 

when the nighttime power-saving 1 mode setting unit allows the power-saving mode in the 
nighttime zone, the power-saving control unit sets the dial-up communication unit into the 
power-saving mode; and 

when the current lime comes out of the nighttime zone, the power-saving control unit 
cancels the power-saving mode of the dial-up communication unit. 

62. (original) The electronic mail terminal device as claimed in claim 60, wherein 
the power-saving control unit is provided with a timer for delecting an end of the 

nighttime zone, and, based on an output of the timer, cancels the power-saving mode of the dial- 
up communication unit. 



PAGE 31/36 ■ RCVDAT 9114/2004 12:05:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0* DNIS:8729306 < CS1D:+212391 0526 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-50 



Sap-14-04 12:14pm FronKoopariOunhain LLP +212 391 0526 T-202 P. 032/036 F- 



Takanori FUJfl et al M S.N. 09/61 0,812 Dkt. No. 2271/62536 

Page 3 1 



63. (currently amended) The A method as claimed in claim 1 2 o fcontrQlling an ej errtranir 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through, electronic mail , said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting sai d electronic mail terminal device and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said device detects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied; and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied, 

wherein: 

the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a local 
area network communication unit, which is connected to a locaj area network and performs 
electronic mail data exchange via the local area network, into the power-saving mode, when a 
current time is within a predetermined nighttime zone; and 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the local area 
network communication unit when the current time comes out of the predetermined nighttime 
zone. 

64. (original) The method as claimed in claim 63, wherein: 
the power-saving mode setting step includes the steps of: 

when the current time is within the predetermined nighttime zone, setting said device into 
the power-saving mode; and 
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when a nighttime power-saving mode setting unit determines that a power-saving mode 
can be set in the nighttime zone, setting the local area network communication unit into the 
power-saving mode; and 

the canceling step includes the step of, 

when the current time comes out of the night time zone, canceling the power-saving mode 
of the local area network communication unit. 

65. (original) The method as claimed in claim 63, wherein the canceling step includes 
the step of 3 

based on an output of a timer that detects an end of the nighttime zone, canceling the 
power-saving mode of the local area network communication unit. 

66. (currently amended) 33i6 A method as claimed in claim 1 2 of controlling an electronic 
mail terminal device that transmits and receives information through electronic mail said method 
comprising the steps of: 

setting said electronic mail terminal devjee and a communication unit of said electronic 
mail terminal device, which is connected to a network and performs electronic mail data 
exchange via the network, into a power-saving mode, when said device detects that a first power- 
saving timing condition is satisfied: and 

canceling the power-saving mode when said device detects that a second power-saving 
timing condition is satisfied. 

wherein: 

the power-saving mode setting step includes the step of setting said device and a dial-up 
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communication unit, which makes a dial-up access to an Internet service provider via a public 
network and performs electronic mail data exchange via the Internet, into the power-saving 
mode, when a current time is within a predetermined nighttime zone; and 

the canceling step includes the step of canceling the power-saving mode of the dial-up 
communication unit when the current time comes out of the predetermined nighttime zone. 

67. (original) The method as claimed in claim 66, wherein: 
the power-saving mode setting step includes the steps of: 

when the current time is within the predetermined nighttime zone, setting said device into 
the power-saving mode; and 

when a nighttime power-saving mode setting unit determines that a power-saving mode 
can be set in the nighttime zone, setting the dial-up communication unit into the power-saving 
mode; and 

ihe canceling step includes the step of, 

when Lhe current time comes out of Uie night time zone, canceling the power-saving mode 
of the dial-up communication unit, 

68. (original) The method as claimed in claim 66, wherein the canceling step includes 
the step of, 

based on an output of a timer that detects an end of the nighttime zone, canceling the 
power-saving mode of the dial-up communication unit. 
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